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Currently in NZ we are privileged to be 
hosting the World Cup Cricket series. 
Although cricket may not be everyone's 
game a lesson can be drawn from 
watching a previously weak NZ team 
become a  world class side. The question 
has to be asked, “How did this happen!”
And some conclusions can be drawn . 
Determined leadership, a willingness to 
learn from past mistakes and team 
unity.  When I consider this I draw much 
comfort knowing we can always do 

better with a unified team and being 
humble enough to address failures. We 
are so blessed with the committed staff 
and leadership of SAF and those many 
volunteer people who beaver away in 
the background making things happen 
for the common good. Can we improve? 
Yes. Can we reach more children in 
need? Yes. Do our goals stretch us to
increase beyond the status quo? Yes . 
March is an exciting month for SAF to 
reassess how we are doing in our goals 
and vision. Annually we set aside time in 
March to discuss how to improve on the 
previous year and what goals we set for 
the new fiscal year. Much of this will be 
posted in coming newsletters . 
This coming April we plan to become 
more actively involved in our local 
community. Launching a new 
programme to help children not 
attending school because of poverty, 
and working with their families, is an 
exciting extension to what we are doing 
at the children's home. " Watch this 

space”. Let's change a community 
together .
A big shout out of "Thank you " to the 
wonderful people who arrived from 
Australia last week to help move 
progress forward on our new building. It 
humbles me to see people give up their 
time and resources for us and join in 
what is a worthy cause. 
Mother Teressa was asked by a reporter 
“Is it really worth while helping when the 
need is so great? Surely you are only 
helping a few in the sea of humanity's 
need? Each day he said, more human 
lives are suffering, more being born into 
hopelessness, the numbers are just so 
great.” She replied, "Sir your maths is 
not correct, every time one is helped and 
hope is given, a life is changed forever. 
Your mathematics focuses on addition 
but mine focuses on subtraction. When 
that one life is changed he/she can help 
bring change to other . As the saying 
goes you cannot give what you have not 
been given.” What a wonderful outlook 
on life's she had that we all can gain 
from. As we help change one life, bring 
hope to one life, give the offer of eternal 
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hope to one life, we subtract a life from a 
purposeless existence. Lost hope offers 
sickness, crime, and a life we were not 
designed to endure, but hope brings 
only good into a life. Let's live out our 
short lives giving priority to a far greater 
cause than the trappings this world has 
to offer. All of life's trappings mount to 
nothing when this leg of the journey is 
over. What an honour to have the 
opportunity to bring holistic well being 
into a life. Thank you Friends of SAF for 
being on a winning team . 

Martin

Please note :  We now have Paypal for
those who want to donate online. Please 
view it on our website 
“shepherdsarms.org.nz” front page . 

Wanted -  "Are you interested in helping 
at the orphanage?"
                    “Are you a people person?”

We are in need of a couple or an 
individual that would like to live on the 
beautiful tropical island of Bohol and 
help develop the micro businesses of 
SAF. Preference would be someone who 
has some skills in a trade or farming / 
agriculture background. This is a 
volunteer position with a minimum 
initial commitment of 3 months 
required.  Please reply to 
martin.amylamb@shepherdsarms.org.nz  

Your financial support makes 
such a difference.  Thank you for 
your faithful and committed 
giving.   

Your support is vital to us.

Any help can go to either of the 
Shepherd’s Arms bank accounts :

Shepherd’s Arms Foundation of 
Philippines Inc. A/C no. 007712000321 

or in NZ – Shepherd’s Arms Foundation-
12 3223 0035597 00 

Happenings at Shepherd’s Arms

PARTICIPATION ON THE REGIONAL 
FESTIVAL OF TALENTS FOR SPECIAL 
PROGRAM

Together with other two (2) students 
from BTVHS, 
2nd

Special Program
(SPFL) held in 
Center, Banilad, 
20, 2015. We were accompanied by our 
coach/teacher Ms. A
travelled to Cebu 
contest proper. 
time to participate i
felt nervous but our teacher encouraged 
us to just
the contest.
Our teacher 
our picture taken
Jolibee. There was
things to buy but since we did
enough money, we just had
shop
experience 
than those things that money can buy.
Our second day of stay was the contest 
proper. I had with me the books and 
questionnaire with their an
used in school. I was participating i
Quiz Whiz Category which is all about 
Chinese Culture and language. I was able 
to 
competition. The contest proper was so 
stressful but our teacher kept on 
encouraging us to be confident and feel 
relax
the contest and I got the 5
Although the 3 of us did not reached the 
top 3, still, we were happy and thankful 
for the opportunity and experiences 
gained in going to Cebu.
I am thankful to God for the favo
using Shepherd’s A
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PARTICIPATION ON THE REGIONAL 
FESTIVAL OF TALENTS FOR SPECIAL 
PROGRAMME IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Together with other two (2) students 
from BTVHS, Grace participated in the 

nd Regional Festival of Talents for the
Special Programme in Foreign Language 
(SPFL) held in the Applied Nutrition 
Center, Banilad, Cebu City last February 
20, 2015. We were accompanied by our 
coach/teacher Ms. Alma Buli. We 
travelled to Cebu a day before the 
contest proper. Since it was our first 
time to participate in such a contest, we 
felt nervous but our teacher encouraged 
us to just relax and to focus on the day of 
the contest.
Our teacher took us to Ayala Mall to have 
our picture taken and to have dinner at 
Jolibee. There was so many beautiful 
things to buy but since we did not have 
enough money, we just had to window 
shop. That was fine with me because the 
experience was much more important 
than those things that money can buy.
Our second day of stay was the contest 
proper. I had with me the books and 
questionnaire with their answer key we 
used in school. I was participating in the 
Quiz Whiz Category which is all about 
Chinese Culture and language. I was able 
to prepare the night before the 
competition. The contest proper was so 
stressful but our teacher kept on 
encouraging us to be confident and feel 
relaxed. The total score was tallied after 
the contest and I got the 5th highest rank. 
Although the 3 of us did not reached the 
top 3, still, we were happy and thankful 
for the opportunity and experiences 
gained in going to Cebu.
I am thankful to God for the favour and 
using Shepherd’s Arms Foundation as 

one of the 
opportunities. I am also thankful to the 
BTVHS for the encouragement, lessons 
and skills earned.

Grace

Visitors to Shepherd’s Arms & Gifts they 
gave

Recently 
Jason and 
Leanne 
came here 
from 
Australia to work on the ground floor in 
the new building
fixed, they bought two wheels for the 
truck and the steering wheel was also 
fixed.

Putting tiles in the kitchen and p
on the ground floor is still ongoing

Jason and Leanne pain
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one of the ways in gaining these 
opportunities. I am also thankful to the 
BTVHS for the encouragement, lessons 
and skills earned.

Visitors to Shepherd’s Arms & Gifts they 

Jason and 

came here 

to work on the ground floor in 
the new building, the generator was 
fixed, they bought two wheels for the 
truck and the steering wheel was also 

Putting tiles in the kitchen and plastering 
on the ground floor is still ongoing

Jason and Leanne painting


